IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1 to 42, 50 and 51 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
the subject matter recited therein. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as 
follows. 

lto42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Original) An anodizing apparatus comprising, at the peripheral portion 
of a substrate to be subjected to anodizing, a first electrode coming in contact with the back 
side of the substrate and a second electrode facing the first electrode, interposing the 
substrate between them; the first electrode having substantially the same form as the 
second electrode. 

44. (Original) The anodizing apparatus according to claim 43, wherein the 
first and second electrodes each have the form of a beltlike ring or a beltlike polygon. 

45. (Original) The anodizing apparatus according to claim 43, wherein the 
second electrode comprises platinum. 

46. (Original) An anodizing apparatus comprising, at the peripheral portion 
of a substrate to be subjected to anodizing, a first electrode coming in contact with the back 
side of the substrate and a second electrode facing the first electrode, interposing the 
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substrate between them, and, in the remaining substrate region excluding the peripheral 
portion, a third electrode coming in contact with the back side of the substrate and a fourth 
electrode facing the third electrode, interposing the substrate between them; the first 
electrode and third electrode having substantially the same form as the second electrode 
and fourth electrode, respectively. 

47. (Original) The anodizing apparatus according to claim 46, wherein the 
first and second electrodes each have the form of a beltlike ring or a beltlike polygon. 

48. (Original) The anodizing apparatus according to claim 46, wherein the 
third and fourth electrodes each have the form of a disk or a polygon. 

49. (Original) The anodizing apparatus according to claim 46, wherein the 
distance between the first and second electrodes is shorter than the distance between the 
third and fourth electrodes. 

50. and 51. (Cancelled) 
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